
The Korean Conflict  
 

 

 
      In August of 1950 Jim McRoberts was on his way to Japan from Hawaii for 
debriefing on the communist red that was invading southern Korea.  Then in 
October of 1950 he was on his way to Korea. 

    The Korean Conflict started on June 25, 1950 when North Korea invaded South 
Korea with 135,000 men.  Then on June 27, 1950 U.S. President Harry S. Truman 
deployed the 7th Fleet to the waters off of Taiwan to prevent the spread of the 
conflict in Korea to other waters.  Also the first air victory of the war happened on 
the 27 of June.  A 68th All-Weather Squadron F-82 shoot down a North Korean 
Yak fighter along with two other enemy planes.  After June 27th the U.S. was 
involved in the Korean Conflict. 

   When Master Sgt. Jim McRoberts was in Korea the war's first airborne operation 
was launched. Seventy one C-119s and 40 C-47s of the Far East Air Force's 
Combat Cargo Command dropped 2,860 paratroopers of the 187th Airborne 
Regimental Combat Team at Sukch'on north of Pyongyang. On Oct. 25 the 
Chinese Communist Forces launched their first phase of offense of the war. 

    On December 8, 1950 Master Sgt. Jim McRoberts, along with his driver, where 
on mission to scope out a part of the Chagjin (Chosen) Reservoir.  Near the 
reservoir, Jim and his driver were ambushed and his driver was shot to death.  Jim 
was shot, but because of his ranking they took him as a P.O.W. (prisoner of war) 
in North Korea.  Jim was involved in the Chosen Reservoir late compared to the 
rest of the troops.  The battle for it went from Nov. 27, 1950 to Dec. 9, 1950. 



    For the next 32 and 1/2 months, Master Sgt. Jim McRoberts was held in a war 
camp.  As U.N. troops continued to push the communist forces north the war 
camps left the men behind that couldn't make it to the next camp.  Jim along with 
other companions where left in an abandoned village. 

 News paper about life as a P.O.W.   letters about 

Jim's status.  

    Then after months of wait French Troops found Jim along with two other  
people. Master Sgt. Jim McRoberts only weighed 71 pounds when he was 
found.  He suffered from a gun-shot wound to the groin, beri beri, malnutrition, 
stomach pain, & intestinal worms. 

    He was transported to Tokyo because with the condition that he was in he 
would not have made it back to the U.S. 

    Even after he came back, for many years Jim could not eat solid foods. None 
the less, Jim McRoberts lived a very interesting life afterwards. 
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Master Sgt. Jim McRoberts the day before his capture at the Chosen Reservoir. 



  
Master Sgt. Jim McRoberts in Tokyo. 

 

 
 
   
  



  
Letter decribing about "Red" letters from communist forces. 
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